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KMCPC Members: 

  Neil Sikora, Chair 

  Vince Carahaly, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 
John Gisler, County Commissioner Liaison 

Charles Alexander 

  Joel Amos 
Sandra Bliesener 

Steven Cook 

Rebecca LaDuca  
Heather Ricketts 

  Karl Westra 

 
Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, May 2, 2019 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sandra Bliesener, Joel Amos, Vince Carahaly, Steve Cook,  John 

Gisler, Martin Janssen, Neil Sikora 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Charles Alexander, Rebecca LaDuca, Heather Ricketts, Karl 

Westra, 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Director of County Planning Dept. 

 Guests Lisa Henthorn, David Reid, Amanda Woodin 

  

I. Call to Order 

Chair Sikora called an informal meeting at 7:03 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo 

County Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007. 

 

II. Members Excused 

Mr. Alexander, Ms. LaDuca, Ms. Ricketts, Mr. Westra 

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Mr. Carahaly, seconded by Ms. Bliesener to approve the agenda. Motion 

carried. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Amos, seconded by Mr. Gisler to approve the minutes from the April 4, 

2019 meeting. The April meeting did not have quorum. Motion carried. 

 

V. Public Comment 

No comments from the citizens in attendance.  

 

VI. For Consideration 

 

1. Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport proposed improvements. 

Guest Airport Director David Reid and Staff report. 
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A letter was received from FAA/Detroit Airports District Office requesting comments 

regarding proposed improvements at the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek Airport. Airport 

Director David Reid attended the KMCPC meeting to present information about the 

proposed improvements. The airport is seeking to extend the air carrier runway by 1000 

ft. Mr. Reid provided plans, aerial images and cost estimates of the project. It is a multi-

year, $40 million project, funded 90% by the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program, 5% 

State of Michigan funds, and 5% Airport funds. Construction is estimated in 2021. 

Runway extensions are essential to meet the needs for future larger aircrafts. An 

environmental assessment, public hearing and other investigations are being done in 

preparation for the proposed improvements. 

 

Staff provided a review (attached to these minutes) of four specific areas requested in the 

letter: 

 KMCPC’s specific area of concern/regulatory jurisdiction 

 Specific benefits of the projects for the organization or to the public 

 Any available technical information/data for the project site 

 Potential mitigation/permitting requirements for project implementation 

 

Mr. Carahaly made a motion to ask staff and KMCPC members to write a response, as 

requested in the letter from FAA/ Detroit Airports District Office. Motion seconded by 

Mr. Janssen. Motion carried. 

 

2. Update on KMCPC appointments. 

Ms. Jarnefelt reported that Mr. Cook, Mr. Amos and Ms. Bliesener had all been re-

appointed for another 3-year term by the County Board of Commissioners. 

 

3. Election of Officers – postponed at April 4, 2019 meeting 

Election of officers: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Deputy Secretary – Action items 

a. Nominations 

Ms. Bliesener suggested that the current officers be the slate to be appointed for 

another year. Mr. Cook made a motion to approve the slate as proposed, seconded by 

Ms. Bliesener. Motion carried. 

 

The approved slate is: 

1) Mr. Sikora, Chair 

2) Mr. Carahaly, Vice Chair 

3) Mr. Janssen, Secretary 

4) Ms. Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

 

b. Close nominations and vote for officers. 

Mr. Cook made a motion to close the nominations and vote for the officers on the 

slate. Motion seconded by Mr. Amos. Motion carried. 

 

VII. Parks Commission liaison update 
Ms. Bliesener reported that there had been a quick meeting of the Parks Commission 
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earlier in the afternoon. She mentioned some of the bigger events coming to the Expo 

Center, including the Rock and Mineral Expo and the Youth Fair. The Markin Glen 

House improvement project is almost done. Contract with AYSO re-approved. A 

Committee for Oil and Gas issues has been formed. A golf outing is planned for 

September 20. 

 

VIII. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) and RPI (Regional Prosperity 

Initiative) updates 

Mr. Carahaly reported that there was no SMPC meeting in April. SMPC is 

developing a CEDS (Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy) 5-year 

update, there is some hope for funding potential in 2021. 

RPI funding has been dropped from the State budget. The program is winding down, 

but is planning to offer mini-grants with the remaining 2019 funds. 

 

IX. Correspondence 

A letter from EBI Consulting was received, asking for input regarding any potential 

effects on historic properties in the vicinity of some work being done to an existing 

communications tower located northeasterly of the intersection of I-131 and West Main 

Street. Letter was forwarded to Oshtemo Township. No historic properties were 

identified, no action needed by KMCPC. 

 

X. Other 

Consultant Beckett&Raeder submitted an application for the Daniel Burnham Award 

for Comprehensive Plan for the County Master Plan on KMCPC’s behalf. Letters of 

recommendation were received from the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County, 

SMPC, Comstock Township, and Village of Vicksburg. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

Next KMCPC meeting scheduled: June 6, 2019 at 7 pm. 
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REVIEW 

For KMCPC meeting 05/02/2019 

Review in response to letter of April 3, 2019 from US Dept of Transportation 

FAA, Detroit Airports District office 
 

LOCATION  
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport in the City of Kalamazoo. 
 

Feedback requested on following highlighted points (on page 2 in letter):  
 

 KMCPC’s specific areas of concern/regulatory jurisdiction 

The Kalamazoo County Metropolitan County Planning Commission’s (KMCPC’s) 

jurisdiction is the County of Kalamazoo, but the local 15 townships, 5 villages and 4 cities 

in the County all do their respective planning on the local level. The KMCPC’s role in 

planning is limited to making recommendations and commenting on the local master plans 

and land use plans, or amendments to them. The KMCPC has waived its right to review 

local zoning ordinances and amendments. 

 

The airport is located in the City of Kalamazoo and is surrounded in the south by the City 

of Portage. Pavilion and Comstock townships are in close vicinity to the airport. This 

airport improvement project is a continuation of the already existing land use. Any current 

noise or other disturbances by the airport are already known. 

 

The runway is planned to be extended to the south by 1000ft, and to the north by 150 ft. 

The major concern would be any potential adverse effects on the residents who live in the 

nearby neighborhoods. Planned changes in the time of operation, and the introduction of 

larger planes that can land on the longer runway would be the two concerns due to potential 

increase in the noise level or the time of the noise disturbance. 

The Environmental Assessment will provide valuable information and hopefully a solution 

to any potential adverse noise concerns.   

 

 Specific benefits of the project for your organization or to the public 

The justification statement that was used in the last Airport Master Plan was as follows: 

The existing length of the Runway 17/35 was reviewed to determine its adequacy towards 

meeting the takeoff and landing distance requirements of existing and anticipated aircraft 

expected to operate at the Airport throughout the planning period (thru 2025). It is 

recommended that alternatives for additional runway length be developed as the existing 

runway length constrains the operations of current and future aircraft and limits the 

Airport’s ability to serve the commercial air transportation needs of the region.  

 

The proposed improvements would make the airport better meet the needs of today’s and 

future air transportation. The airport is an important part of the economic development of 

the region and important for the convenience of local residents and businesses. 
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 Any available technical information/data for the project site 

The County Planning Department can provide GIS data as needed for the site, including 

parcels, 2 ft contours, LiDAR data (2015) and 3 inch resolution orthophotography (2018). 

 

 Potential mitigation/permitting requirements for project implementation 

NA - The KMCPC does not have mitigation/permitting requirements or authority. 

 


